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Children with Health Needs who cannot attend school 
 

1. Aims 

This policy aims to ensure that: 

• Suitable education is arranged for pupils on roll who cannot attend 
school due to health needs 

• Pupils, staff and parents understand what the school is responsible for 
when this education is being provided by the local authority 

 

2. Legislation and guidance 

This policy reflects the requirements of the Education Act 1996. 

It also based on guidance provided by our local authority.  

This policy complies with our funding agreement and articles of association. 

 

3. The responsibilities of the school 

West Road Primary Academy will make best endeavours to make all reasonable 

adjustments to continue to provide high quality education for children with health 

needs who are not able to attend school. 

 

3.1 If the school makes arrangements 

Initially, the school will attempt to make arrangements to deliver suitable 
education for children with health needs who cannot attend school. 

 

Who in your school will be responsible for making and monitoring these 
arrangements? 

The SENDCo/Inclusion Leader in conjunction with the class teacher 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/section/19


 
What sort of arrangements will be made? (e.g. sending work home) 

Work would be sent home or online learning would be initiated. 

Email communication with parents  

 

How will you consult parents and children about these arrangements? 

There will be regular meetings and discussions with parents, children, the 

medical professionals and specialist teachers. West Road Primary Academy will 

seek advice from these professionals regarding the child’s capacity to learn and 

how the child may be able to access additional resources for support, eg assisted 
technology. 

 

How will you reintegrate pupils back into school? 

This will be done in conjunction with the multi-agency team, parents and 

children and will be done using a graduated approach of shorter days and part 

time timetables until the child is deemed medically fit to return to school full 

time. 

 

3.2 If the local authority makes arrangements 

If West Road Primary Academy becomes unable to make suitable arrangements, 
Doncaster Council will become responsible for arranging suitable education for 
these children. This may be provided through an allocation of a placement in an 
Alternative provision setting. 

Alternative Provision settings are places that provide education for children who 
are unable to attend a mainstream school. 

 

Doncaster Council arrange education for pupils who, because of illness or other 
reasons, would not otherwise receive suitable education.   



 
 

On the journey to becoming the most child friendly borough in the country, and in 
line with the recommendations and themes identified in the One Doncaster 
Report and the Children and Young People’s Plan (2017-2020), Doncaster Council 
has a very strong commitment to ensuring that it is well positioned to provide an 
inclusive education system for all children and young people, including those with 
Special Educational Needs & Disabilities (SEND) and Social, Emotional and Mental 
Health needs (SEMH). 

 

Research tells us that all too often children and young people attending 
alternative provision struggle to access further education, employment or training 
in a way that supports their future social mobility. Many are also at higher risk of 
living with low self-esteem and poor mental health. In order to effectively fulfil 
the Council’s responsibilities and to make sure that the provision that is offered is 
responsive to pupils’ individual learning styles and aspirations, the Council is keen 
to embrace innovation and the great diversity of specialist provision which is 
available to improve the outcomes for children and young people across the 
Borough. 

 

A range of services will be offered within the packages to cater for children and 
young people who have specified additional needs relating to high risk, children 
with medical and mental health needs, children who are unable to cope with a 
full-time curriculum, children missing in education, learners who find themselves 
marginalised from conventional schools because of their behaviour or other 
challenges (including Social, Emotional and Mental Health needs (SEMH), children 
who are needing complementary work to reengage back into the 
community/school settings and school phobic children). 

 

 

 

Learners may need to access specialist alternative education provision when: 



 
They need support to reengage with their learning 

They need support to re-integrate into a mainstream setting 

They need a specialist assessment of need relating to SEMH 

They require a specialised or bespoke education offer which may include 
alternative education 

They are unable to access full time, mainstream education for any clearly 
identified reason within the scope of the Fair Access Panel the Inclusion Panel. 

They need support to accelerate their progress as a result of gaps in learning. 

They have social, emotional or mental health need that is impacting significantly 
on their school placement 

Learners may also need access to therapeutic services and/or counselling.  

 

Schools can make a referral to access services or alternative provision via 
Inclusion Panel by completing the relevant paperwork within timescales set out in 
the Inclusion Panel Terms of Reference document. This should include clear 
evidence of Assess Plan Do Review (APDR) cycles. 

 

 

 

In cases where the local authority makes arrangements, the West Road Primary 
Academy will: 

Work constructively with the local authority, providers, relevant agencies and 
parents to ensure the best outcomes for the pupil 

Share information with the local authority and relevant health services as 
required 

Help make sure that the provision offered to the pupil is as effective as 
possible and that the child can be reintegrated back into school successfully 

When reintegration is anticipated, work with the local authority to: 



 

• Plan for consistent provision during and after the period of education 
outside the school, allowing the pupil to access the same curriculum and 
materials that they would have used in school as far as possible 

• Enable the pupil to stay in touch with school life (e.g. through 
newsletters, emails, invitations to school events or internet links to 
lessons from their school) 

• Create individually tailored reintegration plans for each child returning to 
school 

• Consider whether any reasonable adjustments need to be made 

 

4. Monitoring arrangements 

This policy will be reviewed annually by the Headteacher 

At every review, it will be approved by the full governing board. 

 

5. Links to other policies 

This policy links to the following policies: 

• Accessibility plan 

• Supporting pupils with medical conditions 

• SEND Policy 

• Health and Safety Policy 

 

 


