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3 May 2023 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Important news! Staffing Changes – Kirk Sandall Junior and Infant Schools and 

West Road Primary 

I am writing to inform you that Mrs Kathy Thompson will be retiring from the Brighter 

Futures Learning Partnership Trust at the end of this school year.  Kathy currently 

serves as the Executive Headteacher for Kirk Sandall Junior School and West Road 

Primary.  We are sad to see her leave our Trust and I know many of you will want me 

to convey your thanks for her years of dedicated service and commitment since she 

was first appointed as the Headteacher of West Road on 1 September 2015.  

I first met Kathy in 2019 when we created the Brighter Futures Learning Partnership 

Trust; I was so impressed with her drive and passion for children.  She has been 

uncompromising about her desire to improve standards and the quality of education 

and as the CEO of our Trust, I can honestly say she has provided a great support to 

other Headteachers and senior leaders in the Trust ensuring that the next generation 

of leaders feel confident to fulfil their roles.  We really wish her well for the future and 

hope she continues to remain a ‘friend’ of the Trust. 

Following Kathy’s decision to retire, the Trust Board have taken the decision to appoint 

an Executive Headteacher across the Kirk Sandall Junior and Infant Schools.  The 

schools already share one local governing board and there is a growing recognition of 

the need for further alignment between the two schools for the benefit of the children. 

We are delighted to share with you that this vacancy will be filled Mrs Carolyn Buckley. 

Carolyn is already a very experienced Headteacher of a successful, local primary 

school and has a wealth of knowledge and experience which will support our ambition 

to raise standards further.  She also serves as a governor on the board of one of the 

Trust’s schools and therefore has a good knowledge of the Trust’s ambitions and 

vision for the future.  We are really excited by this development, and I know that 

Carolyn is looking forward to working alongside the Heads of the two schools – Mrs 

Nina Brannon and Mr Ashleigh Eastwood. 
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We are also pleased to inform you that Mrs Julie Woodward will be stepping up as the 

Acting Headteacher for West Road.  Julie is an outstanding practitioner and I have no 

doubt that she will ensure the school secures a positive outcome and its next 

inspection.  She is truly committed to the children in her school and the local 

community.  We wish her well. 

The Trust Board recognise that staffing changes can be a worrying time for parents 

but I hope you feel, as we do, that we have managed to make a very strong 

appointment and the staff who are stepping up will undoubtedly provide strong 

continuity and a real passion to pursue our journey of improvement. 

With very best wishes, on behalf of the Brighter Futures Learning Partnership Trust 

Board 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 
HELEN REDFORD-HERNANDEZ 
CEO 
Brighter Futures Learning Partnership Trust 
 
 
 


