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Dear Parent/Staff Member
Automated External Defibrillator (AED)

You may be aware that the Trust has an Automated External Defibrillator (AED) at some of its schools to make
early defibrillation accessible to students, staff members and other persons who experience sudden cardiac arrest.
Use of AED on a student or staff member can significantly increase their chance of full recovery.

Cardiac Arrest
Cardiac arrest is a sudden loss of normal heart function. A victim of sudden cardiac arrest will be
unconscious, unresponsive and not breathing normally.

Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR)

CPR provides rescue breathing and chest compressions to someone who has collapsed, unresponsive and is
displaying no signs of life. CPR can help to maintain a vital blood and oxygen supply to the heart and brain
until more advanced care can be given.

Automated External Defibrillation (AED)
An AED is a device that delivers an electric shock to a victim of cardiac arrest, in order to help restore the
normal function of the heart.

We understand that not all individuals may wish for this procedure to be used on them due to other underlying
conditions or medications being taken.

The Trust Policy is that AED will be used on all individuals if an emergency arises unless you have told us that you
do not wish this to happen. You should notify us of your choice to opt out in writing and this should be
addressed to the headteacher of the school. A process will then be put in place to alert users of the devices of all
individuals who have opted out.

If you want to find out more about the use of AED’s in schools you may find the article at the link below useful.

Every school will have a life-saving defibrillator by 22/23 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Helen Redford-Hernandez
CEO
Brighter Futures Learning Partnership Trust
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/every-school-will-have-a-life-saving-defibrillator-by-2223#:~:text=Defibrillators%20have%20the%20potential%20to,of%20survival%20by%20over%2040%25.

