School Streets Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

What is a School Street?
Doncaster Council are implementing an Experimental Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) to
restrict traffic at drop-off and pick-up times on West Road, Moorends.

The School Street initiative is designed to bring about a change in travel behaviour at your
school and promote healthy and active lifestyles to young people and their families.

Why are we introducing School Streets?

Restricting access to vehicles outside your primary school will reduce harmful emissions and
keep children safe from traffic. It does this by making space for people to travel safely to
and from school on foot, by scooter or bike.

Why has this location been chosen?

We have selected the schools because of concerns about congestion, rat-running and road
danger in the area. We have also considered their proximity to each other, to ensure the
benefits of traffic-calming measures are felt across the wider area

What are the operating hours for School Streets?

The School Street launched on 12th September 2022 with traffic restricted between 8:15am
—9:00 am and 14:45 pm — 15:30 pm. During those times, there will be no vehicle access,
except for residents, businesses and permit holders.

Who will be exempt from the School Street restrictions?
People walking, scooting, using wheelchairs, mobility scooters and cycles (including adapted
cycles) are not restricted.
All other motor vehicles are restricted during the operating times displayed on the signs,
subject to the following exemptions.

e Emergency vehicles

e Council waste trucks serving properties within the School Street zone

e Postal service vehicles serving post boxes within the School Street zone

e Statutory undertakers (such as water and gas companies) attending emergency

works within the School Street zone

e School buses serving the school or properties within the School Street zone

e Residents and businesses within the School Street zone

e Blue badge holders (when their destination is within the School Street zone)

e Carers and healthcare workers serving properties within the School Street zone

e Private hire taxis serving properties within the School Street zone

e Tradespeople/service providers serving properties within the School Street

e Delivery vehicles serving properties within the School Street

What if | am already parked inside the School Street before the operating time?
Vehicles already parked in the roads before the times of operation will be able to exit.
During the operating times any vehicles are advised to travel at walking pace.



How will parents, carers and children with limited mobility be affected by the School
Street?

The School Street will make it easier for pupils, parents and carers with limited mobility to
access the school by reducing traffic outside the school gates. Those holding valid blue
badges will be exempt from the restrictions

Will the School Street cause displacement of traffic?
Through the introduction of a School Street, traffic volume near to the school is expected to
decrease during drop-off and pick-up times.

It is difficult to predict exactly how much traffic will be reduced. Monitoring data for School
Streets projects in other areas shows that the reduction of vehicles recorded within most
School Streets was greater than the increase in displaced traffic in adjacent roads where
these were monitored. There is potential for parking to be dispersed over a wider area
rather than concentrated outside the school gates.

For parents/carers that have to drive their children to school, we ask that they utilise the
walking map provided and park near to the 5 minute walking zone as this will lessen the
effect of vehicle displacement at either side of the closure. We will be working with the
school and local community to identify locations away from schools where parents can park
safely without obstructing residents on neighbouring streets.

If parking on local streets, please be mindful of local residents. We urge those parents that
do drive near the school to park in a responsible manner and not park across driveways, on
grass verges or on pavements. Pavement parking makes it really difficult for people walking,
especially those with young children. Park away from bends and junctions, so that people
crossing roads can see any traffic in line with the Highway Code.

Some parents or carers will say it's essential that they drive their child to school; is this
scheme designed to penalise them?

The objective of the School Street is to make the school run safer, healthier and more
enjoyable for the whole community, as well as for children travelling to school; not to
penalise parents. For those who need to rely on the car for children to travel to school, they
can park slightly further away and walk the last part of the journey,

Some parents may feel frustrated at first, but will, over time, find ways to adjust their daily
routines. It is already the case that most children arrive at school other than by car.

How will the scheme be enforced?

Vehicles will initially be restricted using physical barriers such as Road Closure signs and
traffic cones, set up by a Traffic Management team. Over time, it is hoped that as residents
and parents adapt to the new restrictions the need for these physical barriers will diminish
and instead, permanent School Street signage (displaying days/times of road closure) will be
adhered to.



How will visitors know about the School Street?

In the long-term, School Street signs will be installed at the entry points of the restricted
roads and advanced warning signs will be installed on some surrounding roads, informing
people of the timed closure outside the school.

We will produce banners, lamp column wraps, flyers, information on our website and letters
to notify residents, parents, school staff, and local businesses.

We ask the school and anyone within the School Street to tell their visitors about the
restrictions when visits are being planned. Visitors can park on surrounding roads outside
the closure and can apply for exemption, where eligible.

How will the School Street be monitored?
We will undertake a range of measures to monitor and assess the School Street, which
includes:

1. Traffic counts to measure vehicle levels

2. Surveys to measure how children are travelling to school before and after

implementation
3. Consultation feedback
4. Safety review after implementation and settling of the scheme

All of this information will be collated and reviewed, to decide on whether the School Street
will be made permanent or removed

Is this legal?

Yes. Local authorities can implement Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) or Experimental
Traffic Orders (ETOs) to control traffic in their area. These are legal powers and can be
temporary or permanent. Local residents must be informed about proposals. The
Department for Transport has issued statutory guidance to all local authorities in England to
help them adapt their streets quickly and cheaply to provide safe space for walking and
cycling.

School Streets also support a healthier and more peaceful start and end to the school day.
We are keen to support their long-term success so are keen to have your views.

What if | want to speak to the Council about the School Street?

Some School Streets are implemented on a trial basis using an Experimental Traffic Order.
This enables all aspects of the scheme to be considered, including comments from residents,
local businesses and the school, before a decision is made on whether to make the scheme
permanent or not.

During the trial there will be opportunities for residents, businesses, parents, school staff,
pupils and other stakeholders to give their feedback on the School Street trial with further
consultation sessions planned for November and December.

Alternatively, respondents can write into Transportationunit@doncaster.gov.uk with their
comments.



https://www.richmond.gov.uk/services/roads_and_transport/transport_planning/school_streets/school_streets_faq#howknow
https://www.richmond.gov.uk/services/roads_and_transport/transport_planning/school_streets/school_streets_faq#monitored
https://www.richmond.gov.uk/services/roads_and_transport/transport_planning/school_streets/school_streets_faq#legal
https://www.richmond.gov.uk/services/roads_and_transport/transport_planning/school_streets/school_streets_faq#speaktothecouncil
mailto:Transportationunit@doncaster.gov.uk

