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Dear Parents and Carers,

As we continue to recover from the aftermath of the pandemic, you may find that your
circumstances have changed in respect of eligibility for free school meals. School meals are
a good way to ensure that your child eats well at lunchtime and our Trust has great meals
provision which can save you time and money.

If your child is eligible for free school meals they also qualify for Pupil Premium — this
releases additional funding for the school to support your child. Our Trust schools use this
additional funding in various ways and over the past 2 years this has ranged from access to
extended provision, subsidised school visits, subsidised music tuition and school uniform
grants. The range of benefits varies between schools and is determined by government
guidance and the funding helps all students to reach their full potential regardless of their
background or financial situation. Primarily our schools will use this funding to provide
targeted support to individual students who we know will benefit from extra provision.

Our younger pupils from Reception to Year 2 already receive a Universal Free School Meal
however this does not release Pupil Premium for your child. Parents of children in these
year groups can still make a claim for free school meals and this will trigger the Pupil
Premium funding. It is also worth noting that if your child is eligible for free school meals it is
not compulsory that they take up a meal in school — this is optional and if your child chooses
not to take up a meal, the additional benefits of Pupil Premium will still be available.

Although the eligibility for free school meals is means tested and relies on eligibility to
certain benefits, under current regulations the Pupil Premium eligibility continues for up to
six years after a free school meal has been granted. So even if your circumstances change,
your child will still benefit from the additional funding for many years — so a child in
Reception who is eligible before 315 March 2022 will continue to receive the additional
funding throughout their time in primary school. Similarly for a pupil in Year 7, Pupil
Premium would continue throughout their time in secondary school.



Your child may be eligible for free school meals if you receive any of the following:

e income Support

e income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance

e income-related Employment and Support Allowance

e support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

e the guaranteed element of Pension Credit

e Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have
an annual gross income of no more than £16,190)

e Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for
Working Tax Credit

e Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income
must be less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get)

Children who get paid these benefits directly, instead of through a parent or guardian, can
also get free school meals.

Your child may also get free school meals if you get any of these benefits and your child is
both:

e younger than the compulsory age for starting school

e in full-time education

If you qualify and wish to register you can apply directly via the web address below. You will
receive an immediate response and the school will be notified of your child’s eligibility.

http://www.doncaster.gov.uk/doitonline/free-school-meals

Additional extra funding also extends to any child who has left local authority care because
of either adoption, a special guardianship order, a child arrangements order or a residence
order. To enable the school to claim you will need to inform us about your child and provide
supporting evidence such as a copy of the adoption certificate or order. This will be treated
in the strictest confidence. If you are eligible to apply, please do so as soon as possible.
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Helen Redford-Hernandez
CEO — Brighter Futures Learning Partnership Trust
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